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Marching Band Adjustments due to COVID-19 

 
Dear Spartan Band Students and Families, 

 
This letter is meant to inform you of the plan in place to move forward with band 

camp. This information may change suddenly due to any number of decisions made by 
either PIAA, ELSD or the state legislature.  

 
It is our assumption that even if football continues for the fall season, there will be 

a restriction on the number of people allowed to gather at the stadium. Thus, the 
likelihood of having a regular football crowd is in question. Whether it is for a small 
crowd or for a digital broadcast, I believe the band should be a part of whatever Friday 
night becomes.  Based on this information, in addition to maximizing our effectiveness 
against spreading COVID-19, the following decisions have been made.  

 
• The complexity of the Marching show will be downsized. We will still play 

Voyage 2020, and we will still be on the field, but it will have limited drill and 
movement. Our primary focus will be putting together a musical product with 
visual choreography by the instrumentalists and color guard. 

• The band will not attend away games. 
• Our official A-Uniforms will be stored away until further notice. We will wear B-

Uniforms, show shirts and other machine washable clothing only.  
• Band camp rehearsal will be 100% outdoor, and masks will be needed when not 

marching, playing an instrument, or practicing routine. 
• The timeframe of band camp will be downsized to 8am - 12 noon. Without 

complex drill, the extended time period is no longer needed. In addition, this will 
avoid the high heat of the day and reduce the impact of rain and thunderstorms. 
Camp will still begin starting August 3rd.  

• All students will bring their instruments to and from home each day until further 
notice.  

• Once percussionists are assigned their drum and harness, they are only to interact 
with those items. Mallets and sticks cannot be shared.  

• Upon arrival each day, students will have their temperature checked using a digital 
scanning device and will complete a risk of contact survey each day. 

 



This is a challenge unlike any other. Things will feel different. But as long as we 
persevere, it can also feel the same. Like always, we will work together as a community 
to put something together that we can be proud of, and share in the joy of making music.  
 
Don’t forget the forms, some water and be ready with plenty of sunscreen.  
 
If you have any questions, please direct them to adwyer@elsd.org 
 
 
Mr. Alex Dwyer 

 


